Gastric adenocarcinoma presenting as thrombotic microangiopathy in a 14-year-old girl.
Gastric adenocarcinoma is rare in childhood and often presents with disseminated malignancy at diagnosis due to aspecific symptoms leading to delay in diagnosis. A familial predisposition for gastrointestinal cancer is suggested for the development of this early-onset adenocarcinoma. We report the case of a 14-year-old girl with a familial history of colorectal, liver, and breast cancers affected by metastatic gastric adenocarcinoma, who first presented with thrombotic microangiopathy. Thrombotic microangiopathy as first clinical presentation of metastatic gastric cancer is an exceptional event in childhood and represents a challenge for pediatricians. Gastric adenocarcinoma should be suspected in young patients with a significant familial history and also in the absence of initial specific signs, so as to provide correct diagnosis and appropriate treatment.